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Sources of Information

Oral Reports

e Visitors or travelers (Sailors,
merchants, others)

e Public discussion (Tavern,
coffee house, post office)

» Official proclamations/public
meetings

Handwritten Reports

e |etters
e Diaries/journals
¢ Posted notices

Printed Reports

e Newspapers

* Magazines

® Books

e Pamphlets

¢ Almanacs

e Prints/Graphics




Pennsylvania Journal
May 26, 1763

Source: Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Pennsylvania Journal
May 26, 1763

Source: Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Stamp Act Duties — A Sampling

(] Anme Regwi quinio Georgii IT1, Regiz,
tlons, for or relating to the Removal of any Procedings
from before a fingle Juitice of the Peace; 4 Stamp Duty
of Ten Shillings. .
For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment,
Writof Cove. OF Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed,
sant, or Entry Written, or printed, any Writ of Covenant for levying
& 51 per of Fines, Writof Entry for fuffering a Common Reco-
Sheet. very, or Attachment iffaing out of, or returnable into,
any Court within the faid Colonies and Plantations, a
Stamp Duty of Five Shillings.
For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment,
Judgments, ©F Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed,
Décrees, b, Written, or printed, any Judgment, Decree, Sentence,
4 per Sheer. or Difmiffion, or any Record of Nifi Prius or Poffea, in
any Court within the faid Colonies and Plantations, a
Stamp Duty of Four Shillings.
For every Skin or Piece.of Vellum or Parchment,
Affidavits, or Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed,
ﬁji'l‘";_‘;‘:"(“_ written, or printed, any Affidavit, Common Bail or Ap-
cept Warnnts pearance, Interrogatory Depofition, Rule, Order, or
relatingtocri- Warrant of any Court, or any Dedimus Poeftatem,
minalmatters, Capias, Subpanwa, Summons, Compulfory Citation,
?l‘::l: 14 M Commiffion, Recognizance, or any other Writ, Pro-
' cefs, or Mandate, iffuing outof, or returnableinto, any
Court, or any Office belonging thereto, or any other
Proceeding therein whatfoever, or any Copy thereof, or
of any Record not herein before charged, within the faid
Colonies and Plantations (except Warrants relating to
Criminal Marters, and Proceedings thereon or selating
thereto) a Stamp Duty of One Shilling.
Licences, & For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchmen:,
uinlmc:lli.P- or Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed,
f;:. to practife written, -+ piinted, any Licence, Appointment, or Ad-
in any Court, miffion .1 any Counfillor, Sollicitor, Attorney, Advo-
10/ perSheet. cape or Prottor, to practife in any Court, or of any
Notary within the faid Colonies and Plantations, &
Stamp Duty of Ten Pounds.
Billsof lading ~ For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment,
- Cockets, ¢, or Sheet or Piece of Paper, onwhich fhall be ingrofled,
© 44 pSheet wriven or printed, any Note or Bill of Lading, vg\ilclh
a

Amo Regnd quinto Georgii III. Regis. []
fhall be figned for any Kind of Goods, Wares, or Mer.
chandize, to be exported from, or any Cocket or Clear«
ance granted within the faid Colonies or Plantations, &
Stamp Duty of Four Pence.

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, ;.. o¢
or Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingrofitd, pMar, ¢ 204
written, or printed, Letters of Mart, or Commiifion per Sheet.
for private Ships of War, within the faid Colonies and
Plantations, a Stamp Duty of Twenty Shillings,

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment,
or Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed, Grants, Ap-
written, or printed, any Grant, Appaintment, or Ad- FRENGES
miffion of or toany publick beneficial Office or Employ- Fm, of 20 1,
ment, for the Space of One Year, or any leffer T'ime, per amn. value
of or. above the Value of Twenty Pounds per Awnum, o “FW?’%’.’
Sterling Money, in Salary, Fees, and Perquifites, Sf:':’“’,': e
within the faid Colonies and Plantations (except Com- excepted) 105
miffions and Appointments of Officers of the Army, per Sheet.
Navy, Ordnance, or Militia, of Judges, and of Juftices
of the Peace) a Stamp Duty of Ten Shillings.

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchiaent, or .
Sheet or Piece of, Paper, on which any Grant of any ﬁ’_”hf'“ “r{}"'
Liberty, Privilege, or Franchife, under the Seal of any ypaer the foal
of the faid Colonies or Plantations, or under the Seal or of any of the
Sign Manual of any Governor, Proprietor, or publick colonies, &e.
Officer alone, or in Conjunétion with any other Perfon 61, per Sheet.
or Perfons, or with any Council, or any Council and
Affembly, or any Exemplification f the fame, fhall be
ingroffed, written, or printed, within the faid Colonies
and Plantations, a Stamp Duty of Six Pounds,

For every Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, or
Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingroffed, i Soirie
written, or printed, any Licence for retailing of Spi- ::l,'ﬁq‘f;,,l
rituous Liquors, to be granted to any Perfon who thall z0.. per Sheet.
take out the fame, within the faid Colonies and Planta-
tions, a Stamp Duty of Twenty Shillings.

For cvery Skin or Piece of Vellum or Parchment, or Licances for
Sheet or Piece of Paper, on which fhall be ingrofled, reuiling Wine
writtén, or printed, any Licence for Retailing of Wine, v0lv: 44 por
10 be grantsd to any Perfon who fhall ot ks cne Sheet,

Licences for
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Source: Anno Regni Georgii lll ... (London: Printed by Mark Baskett; [Woodbridge, N.J.]: Reprinted by James Parker, [1765]).




The Stamp Act Takes
Effect

Source: American Antiquarian Society




Mourning the
Newspaper

Source: Pennsylvania Journal, October 31,
1765, American Antiquarian Society.
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Pennsylvania Journal
October 31, 1765
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An Emblem of the Effects The last Remains 0

of the STAMP. The PENNSYLVANIA JOURNAL,
Which departed this Life, the 31st. of
October, 1765
Of a STAMP in her Vitals,
Aged 23 Years.



The Power of the
Stamp

Source: Boston Gazette, February 24, 1766,

American Antiquarian Society.
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John Dickinson
The Farmer

Source: Engraving by J.B. Forrest after
portrait by Charles Willson Peale, Historical
Society of Pennsylvania,
https://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Deta

il/objects/5118.



https://digitallibrary.hsp.org/index.php/Detail/objects/5118

Boston Committee of
Correspondence and
the Towns

Source: Massachusetts Spy (Boston), Jan. 28,
1773.

y: v : M et
Befides the towns mentioned in our Jaft,’
the commistee of correfpondence. here, haye
teceived the procecdings of the following, -
viz. Abington, Stonebam, Scarborough, Ace
| ton, Templeson, Lenox, &, Alt which,
notwithflanding,  they are fo bs printed in
@ VOLUME,” we ihail publith as we
are able, . (e g i :
The following pnrnﬁnph is from a late
 London pager. ¢ THE celebragéd Choi.
feul, late Prime Minifler of France, bein
a few weeks ago afked why be ceded (o .
 mazing a traék of country, as all Canada 1o
Gueat-Britain by the laft peace, replied, «« [
ceded it 6n purpofe to deftroy the Englifty
nation ; They were fond of American domi.
nions, and I was refolved they fhould hauve
enough ; for I have, given them not onl '
conftant drain for thewr moft valvable jffia -
bitants, but a formidable rivai, which in lefs
than a century will find cmploymeat for the
councily of that_ tutbulent peopie.” Choje
feul’s woids are already prophetick : Oug
minifters. begin to difcover that America s
a very problematick benefit to England, and
Lord Hilhorough s@ually vefigned becanfe

we were opening on the Ohio fiefs graves
for the iumitlnttl of this Kinodam.”* wa



News of Dumping the
Tea Reaches
Philadelphia

Source: Rare Books & Manuscript
Department, Boston Public Library.




The “Lexington Alarm”

Source: Van Gorden-Williams Library &
Archives Digital Collections, digitalVGW,
https://digitalvgw.omeka.net/items/show/4
97




Circulating the
“Lexington Alarm”

TABLE 2. Transmission of the “Lexington Alarm” Letter, April 19-24, 1775

Approximate
Miles from

Date Time Location Previous Stop
Wednesday, April 19 10:00 am Watertown, MA
Unknown Worcester, MA 37
Thursday, April 20 11:00 am Brooklyn, CT 40
4:00 pm Norwich, CT 21
7:00 pm New London, CT 13
Friday, April 21 1:00 am Lyme, CT 15
4:00 am Saybrook, CT 5
7:00 am Killingworth, CT 16
9:00 am East Guilford, CT 9
10:00 am Guilford, CT 5
12:00 pm Branford, CT 8
Unknown New Haven, CT 8
Saturday, April 22 8:00 am Fairfield, CT 24
Sunday, April 23 4:00 pm New York, NY 60
Monday, April 24 2:00 am New Brunswick, NJ 36
Unknown (am) Princeton, NJ 15
9:00 am Trenton, NJ 13
Unknown Philadelphia, PA 33

Note: Data compiled from Joseph Palmer, “To all friends of American liberty” April 19, 1775 [Am.606], HSP. Dis-
tance calculations are intended only as rough approximations. East Guilford is now Madison, Connecticut.



Circulating the
“Lexington Alarm”

TABLE 3. Publication of the “Lexington Alarm” Letter, April 1775

Publication
Date Type Publication Title Printer City
April 20 Newspaper Norwich Packet Robertsons and Norwich
Trumbull
April 22 Broadside “INTERESTING IN- Robertsons and Norwich
TELLIGENCE" Trumbull
(second express)
April 23 Broadside “The following inter- unknown New York
esting Advices”
April 24 Newspaper New-York Gazeite, Hugh Gaine New York
and Weekly Mer-
cury
April 24 Newspaper Pennsylvania Packet John Dunlap Philadelphia
April 24 Broadside W. & T. Bradford Philadelphia
April 25 Newspaper Pennsylvania Evening Benjamin Philadelphia
Post Towne
April 25 Newspaper Wiichentliche Pennsyl- John Henry Philadelphia
vanische Staatsbote Miller
April 25 Broadside Francis Bailey Lancaster
April 26 Newspaper Pennsylvania Gazette Hall & Sellers Philadelphia
April 26 Broadside [Mary Katherine Baltimore
Goddard]
April 27 Newspaper Rivingtons New-York James Rivington New York
Gazetteer
April 28 Newspaper Pennsylvania Mercury Enoch Story & Philadelphia
Daniel Hum-
phreys
April 28 Newspaper Virginia Gazette John Pinckney Williamsburg
April 29 Newspaper Virginia Gazette Dixon & Hunter Williamsburg
April 29 Broadside Alexander Williamsburg

Purdie
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Contact Information

 Email: adelman.joseph@gmail.com

* Instagram: @jmadelman_history
* Mastodon: @jmadelman@historians.social


mailto:adelman.joseph@gmail.com

Question and Answer Time!

e Please wait until called
upon

* Please be respectful and
save time for others




Thank Youl! ... and More to Comel

Next Up:

March 19, 6:30PM
Acton Memorial Library Book Group

“Odyssey of Phillis Wheatley”

April date TBD
Acton Center Tour — Amy Cole

Tuesday, April 2 7PM

Historian John L. Bell, Author of “The Road to Concord: How Four Stolen
Cannon Ignited the Revolutionary War”



