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ARPA Funds Overview
 On March 11, 2021, President Biden signed the 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (H.R. 1319), also 
known as ARPA, into law.  

 $1.9 trillion package is intended to combat the COVID-
19 pandemic, including the public health and 
economic impacts. 

 The American Rescue Plan Act allocates hundreds of 
billions of dollars for public health and vaccines, 
assistance for vulnerable populations, education and 
housing stabilization, economic recovery assistance 
and direct assistance for families and individuals.
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ARPA Funds Overview

 Counties will receive direct federal aid
(Acton will receive a portion from Middlesex County)

 Cities with populations below 50,000 receive 
funds based on each jurisdiction’s percentage of 
the state’s population, not exceeding 75 percent 
of its most recent budget as of January 27, 2020

 Funds are available until December 31, 2024
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Acton ARPA Funds

4

• Municipal Allocation: $2,476,667

• County Reallocation: $4,596,066

• Total Funding: $7,072,733
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ARPA Funding Categories
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ARPA Funding Categories
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ARPA Funding Categories
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Needs Assessment
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Stakeholder 
Engagement

Internal 
Working 
Group
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ARPA Investment Priorities Identified 
in Needs Assessment by Category
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Revenue 
Replacement:, 
$3,295,000

Water, Sewer, 
Broadband 

Infrastructure: , 
$3,170,000

Address Negative 
Economic 
Impacts: , 

$1,350,000

Support Public 
Health Response:, 

$1,575,750

Equity Focused 
Services:, 

$2,133,200

Administration:, 
$300,000
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Projects Identified in Needs Assessment
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Proposed ARPA Process
1. Select Board Presentation on September 13, 2021

• Community engagement process

• results of the needs assessment from local stakeholders and an 
outline of a draft investment priorities

• opening of public comment period

2. Public comments may be submitted in writing via email 
to sb@actonma.gov or online using this survey form 
before October 13, 2021

3. Presentation of ARPA draft investment priorities to the 
Acton Finance Committee on September 14, 2021
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Proposed ARPA Process
4. Virtual Public Forum hosted by the Select Board on 

September 20, 2021 at 7:30PM

5. The Select Board will review updated ARPA investment 
priorities (incorporating initial community feedback) at 
its meeting on October 4, 2021 for further comment and 
consideration

6. Select Board consider final ARPA investment priorities to 
the Board at its meeting on October 18, 2021
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Proposed ARPA Public Meetings
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Select Board 
Consider final 
recommended 

Investment priorities
7:30pm

Sept.13 
2021 

Sept.14 
2021 

Oct. 18
2021 

Sept. 20 
2021 

Listening Session
Public input during 

Select Board Meeting
7:30pm

Finance Committee
Presentation

7:30pm

Oct. 4
2021 

Select Board
Review and discuss 

updated priorities
7:30pm

Select Board 
Presentation 

7:30pm

Proposed Public Comment Period Sept. 13 through Oct. 13
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Next Steps
1. Select Board vote to formally accept the 

ARPA funding

2. Select Board consider endorsing proposed 
community engagement process to 
determine how to invest the remaining funds

3. Select Board to consider request to endorse 
the proposal to allocate $400,000 for 
revenue replacement in FY22
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$400k Revenue Replacement
• DOR requires that we budget revenue based on 

prior year actual

• FY22 financial plan included level funded local 
receipts revenue from FY21

• $400k shortfall in the collection of local receipts 
for FY21 (did not impact FY21 operations)

• FY22 revenue budget will need to be adjusted by 
$400k

• ARPA funds designed to offset these revenue 
deficits
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Next Steps
1. Select Board vote to formally accept the 

ARPA funding

2. Select Board to consider request to endorse 
the proposal to allocate $400,000 for 
revenue replacement in FY22

3. Select Board consider endorsing proposed 
community engagement process to 
determine how to invest the remaining funds
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