
TOWN MANAGER’S UPDATE

After being closed for over a year due to the pandemic, we’re excited to 
announce all town buildings are re-open to the public, effective May 3rd. 
Town staff has worked collaboratively over the past several months to 
implement various protocols designed to protect the health and safety 
of employees and the community. As you enter many of these buildings 
you will notice several enhancements, such as signage, touchless hand 
sanitizers, floor markings to encourage social distancing, and much 
more. We will continue to closely monitor new guidance and information 
to ensure your safety. Additional information related to the reopening may 
be found by visiting actonma.gov/COVID19.

The Annual Town Meeting will be held at 6:00 PM on Monday, June 21st 
at the Acton-Boxborough Regional High School. Attendees will have 
the option to sit either inside or outside. All materials including the Town 
Meeting warrant will be published within the next several weeks and may 
be found by visiting actonma.gov/townmeeting. The last day to register to 
vote in the Annual Town Meeting is Tuesday, June 1st. Contact the Town 
Clerk’s office for an application, or register online at RegisterToVoteMA.
com.

At the Annual Town Election held in March, Acton voters approved 
the second step required by law to change the name of the Board 
of Selectmen to Select Board. Town staff has begun the process of 
converting all materials to reflect the name change.

A friendly reminder that the Select Board has scheduled a Special Town 
Election on Tuesday, June 29th, at the RJ Grey Junior High School from 
7:00 AM to 8:00 PM to fill the remainder of Joan Gardner’s term on the 
Select Board.

We are excited to announce Acton has received $7,500 from the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Improvement Program through the  
Massachusetts Office on Disability. This grant will fund a long-time 
priority of Acton’s Commission on Disabilities to increase the availability 
of adaptive bicycles within the community. The Recreation Department 
will utilize this funding to acquire three adaptive bicycles (for all ages) 
and associated safety accessories. The bicycles will be stored at NARA 
Park and provided for use by the community within the park or on the 
Rail Trails. Thanks to the efforts of Recreation Director Melissa Rier and 
Commission on Disabilities member Leslie Johnson for their work on this 
exciting new initiative.

Sincerely,

John S. Mangiaratti
Town Manager
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Several Acton families assisted the Recreation Department 
with planting flowers at the NARA Park Pavilion in early 

April.
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Fiscal Year 2022 

Budget & Capital Plan
Now Available!

actonma.gov/manager

http://actonma.gov/COVID19
http://actonma.gov/townmeeting
http://RegisterToVoteMA.com
http://RegisterToVoteMA.com


Lindsey King - Recreation Assistant
Recreation Department
Lindsey comes to us with a background in wedding event planning.  She enjoys 
being part of the community and is kept busy with her young son and family. Lindsey 
has quickly become an essential member of our team.  Please join us in welcoming 
her to Acton Recreation!
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

NATURAL RESOURCES

Natural Resources is collaborating with staff from Zoo New England to improve nesting habitat for wood turtles 
on the sunny embankment behind the bleachers at Veterans’ Field. The turtles emerge from Nashoba Brook in 
the spring and spend the summer foraging on land. Females nest in early June. Zoo New England installed radio 
tracking on four females turtles. Once laid, eggs are taken offsite for incubation. Hatchlings are given a  “head-
start” indoors for a year; then returned to the brook, larger and stronger. On April 26 volunteers and staff removed 
turf and invasive plants to make the ground easier for female turtles to dig their nests.

ZOO NEW ENGLAND WOOD TURTLE HABITAT WORKERS

ZOO NEW ENGLAND WOOD TURTLE RADIO
TRACKING SYSTEM

DISCERN WOOD TURTLE 
AGE BY ITS PLASTRON MAKRKINGS
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT

It’s May!  The Merry Month of May!  Acton Recreation has so much to 
share with you.  Our programs adhere to all COVID-19 health and safety 
protocols. 

SPRING AND SUMMER PROGRAMS - ONLINE AND IN-PERSON
Spring and summer programs for all ages are open for registration now.  Please go to www.actonrec.com 
to register online or for a printable registration form.  Forms and payment can either be mailed via USPS or 
placed in the Drop Box at the front of our 50 Audubon Drive Recreation Center.  
Checks are payable to Town of Acton. 
For assistance please call us at 978.929.6640 x0, or e-mail recreation@actonma.gov.

DOLI ATAMIAN CAMPERSHIP PROGRAM, INC.
Scholarships for NARA Beach, NARA Summer Camp and Acton Recreation programs provide qualifying Acton 
/ Boxborough families with $300 per child to be used for NARA Summer Camp, NARA Beach, Swim Lessons 
or Recreation programs.  Please visit doliatamiancampership.com for information on how to apply.

NARA PARK - SPRING/SUMMER

ACCESSIBLE BICYCLES AT NARA PARK
Have you heard our big news?  Town of Acton was awarded a generous grant to purchase a fleet of accessible 

bicycles.  Recreation is acquiring bikes to suit a range of needs in models for children 
and adults.  The bikes will be loaned to the public FREE of charge at NARA Park.  Details 
of this innovative program are in process; please watch for updates on how to borrow an 
accessible Trike or Handcycle to enjoy at NARA.

2021 NARA BEACH MEMBERSHIPS - OPENING DAY MAY 29TH
NARA Beach memberships are available at Early Bird reduced rates until May 
31.  The Early Bird Discount is by mail-in registration only.  Printable form is 
available online at Actonrec.com.  The Family Membership allows up to six 
people per visit.  Other options include Individual, Adult Couple and Senior.  
Senior membership rate is age 60+.  Daily rates available. 

NARA SUMMER CAMP
Registration is now open for your choice of 10 themed weeks, June 21–August 23.  
We recommend registering soon as space is limited due to ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions. NARA Camp provides recreational opportunities for children through 
arts and crafts, swimming, sports, theater & music, nature, and more.  NARA 
Camp follows all state COVID-19 guidelines to provide a fun and safe summer for 
campers and staff.

NARA BEACH AMERICAN RED CROSS SWIM LESSONS
Registration is open now for private or semi-private swim lessons at NARA Beach. All skill levels are welcome 
— no prior swimming experience necessary. Days and times are coordinated 
with the Swim Instructor. (Participants in semi-private groups must live in the 
same household.) 

https://actonma.myrec.com/info/default.aspx
mailto:recreation%40actonma.gov.%20?subject=
https://www.doliatamiancampership.com/
https://www.doliatamiancampership.com/
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30095
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30095
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30093
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30233


MUNICIPAL MONTHLY - MAY 2021						          			             	 PAGE 4

RECREATION DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED)

FEATURED PROGRAMS
BIRDING FIELD TRIP: HEALD STREET 

Friday, May 7
Join our local birding expert, Andy Magee, in a guided 
bird walk for adults at the Heald Street Orchard in 
Pepperell.  We will spot and discuss spring migrants 
with a focus on warblers.  Meet promptly at 6:30am 
at the site located 1.5 miles from the Pepperell Town 
Hall.  Visit: https://town.pepperell.ma.us/368/Heald-
Street-Orchard.  The walk will last approximately 5 
hours (6:30am-11:30am).  Bring your binoculars and 
meet new friends!  Pre-registration is required at 
Actonrec.com.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENT WORKSHOP 
Wednesday, May 26 

Create a beautiful flower container.  You finished 
arrangement will be a colorful and textured flower 
container to display outside. Cathy Fochtman, a 
Master Gardener, will share proven techniques to 
maintain your annual flowers all summer long.  You 
will also learn skills to apply to your own original 
floral projects.  All materials are provided including 
container, plants, potting soil, amendments and 
tools. Pre-registration is required by Sun, May 23 
at Actonrec.com.

https://town.pepperell.ma.us/368/Heald-Street-Orchard
https://town.pepperell.ma.us/368/Heald-Street-Orchard
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30224
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30224
https://actonma.myrec.com/info/default.aspx


SENIOR CENTER/COUNCIL ON AGING

The Acton Senior Center/Council on Aging has added outdoor classes to our existing slate of virtual and drive-
through programming. COA staff can be reached by telephone at 978-929-6652 and email seniorcenter@
actonma.gov. Like us on Facebook, @actoncoa, to keep up with the latest COA news! 

JAVA WITH JOHN: Town Manager John Mangiaratti’s weekly show “Java with 
John” Fridays at 10:00 AM. is a terrific way to keep up with what is going on in 
town (Acton Radio WAEM 94.9 FM and www.youtube.com/actonTV1 ). 

THE COA WILL HAVE A DRIVE-THROUGH EVENT 
TO CELEBRATE ACTON RESIDENTS WHO ARE 
IN THEIR 90S (OR ABOVE!) SPONSORED BY BRIDGES BY EPOCH. There are 
more than 150 nonagenarians in town, not including those at LifeCare and Robbins 
Brook! We are also offering a drive-through lunch provided by LifeCare of Acton and 
Open Table meals distributed by request, including the new Healthy Helpings heart-
healthy program. Minuteman Senior Services offers weekday carry-out meals as well 
as Meals on Wheels delivery. 

NEW OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Walking groups on Monday and Friday, Active Aging exercise classes on 
Monday and Friday, yoga on Wednesdays, Senior Fitness with cardio intervals on Wednesdays, and a guided 
walk at Acton Arboretum led by Natural Resources staff. A variety of exercise and movement classes taught 
by COA instructors are still available through ActonTV’s cable and YouTube channels www.youtube.com/
actonTV1. 

PRESENTATIONS TAKING PLACE VIA ZOOM THIS MONTH: The Art World’s Greatest Rivalries, a virtual 
field trip to the House of Seven Gables, US Propaganda During WWII, dealing with shoulder pain, and The 
Music of WWI.  

GROUPS/CLASSES MEETING VIA ZOOM: Computer Club, book group, chess lessons, Laugh for Your 
Health, a new Talk and Tea social group, drawing class, Words Galore, and watercolor class. Ask the Lawyer 
phone appointments are offered with an elder law attorney. 

THE STATE HAS EXTENDED THE LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (aka 
SMOC) application deadline to May 28 (which assists with energy expenses through April 30). If you are age 
60+, contact COA Senior Services Coordinator Beverly Hutchings for more information: 978-929-6652 or 
bhutchings@actonma.gov. 

For more details on any of these programs and services, please view our May newsletter at www.actoncoa.
com. 
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COA Walking Group

mailto:seniorcenter%40actonma.gov?subject=
mailto:seniorcenter%40actonma.gov?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/actoncoa/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ActonTV1/search?query=java
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkplX4r1Ooc800sC6iWN8jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkplX4r1Ooc800sC6iWN8jg
mailto:bhutchings%40actonma.gov?subject=
https://actoncoa.com/
https://actoncoa.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/ActonTV1/search?query=java


THIS MONTH IN SUSTAINABILITY

The trees are nearly in full bloom and Spring is officially upon us! If you’re looking for 
a fun outdoor activity we recommend the Self-Guided Tours of the Acton Arboretum, 
complete with an audio recording provided by ActonTV to guide your stroll around the 
blooming flora. Check it out here: https://bit.ly/3sOPYTX.

Eastern Red Bud almost in bloom near the Red House.

THE LATEST IN GREEN BUILDINGS
The attic at the Red House was insulated in preparation for switching the 
building from oil heating to Energy Star® certified heat pumps next year. 
Public Facilities Superintendent Andrea Ristine, Building Maintenance Crew 
Leader Ed Clapp, and Sustainability Director Andrea Becerra are leading 
this initiative. This is part of a broader effort to reduce our carbon footprint—
facilities and buildings at the Town of Acton make up 31% of municipal 
emissions. Need heating and cooling tips to stay comfy and save money on 
your energy bill? Visit MassSave: https://bit.ly/3noNSZH  

Insulation was completed in 
the attic as part of the Red House going “green.”

MISSED THE APC GREEN PRESENTATION? 
Tune in to the Select Board meeting on May 3rd to hear 
the Sustainability Director present the scope of work we’ve 
developed in partnership with the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC). We’re excited to officially kick off this work at 
the end of May. We’ll continue to post updates to keep you in 
the loop!

ARBOR DAY WELCOMES A NEW TREE AND OUR FIRST 
IN-PERSON GATHERING!

The Town of Acton hosted a multi-departmental celebration of Arbor Day and Earth Day at Jones Field. Blustery 
cold weather did not stop community members and our beloved K9 Zane from planting and welcoming the new 
red maple to the field in need of shade trees. Tree Warden Ryan Hunt led town staff and residents during the 
planting ceremony and Town librarians read a story for children, complete with Yoga tree poses.  

Acton has a long tradition of tree care and conservation efforts—for 24 years it 
has been a Tree City USA, an honor granted by the Arbor Day Foundation for 
commitment to urban forestry, community improvement, and civic pride. Last year 
the Town received a Tree City Growth Award, which is given to select communities 
that demonstrate higher levels of tree care and community engagement. The new 
red maple also advances the Acton Open Space and Recreation plan shade tree 
planting program, a tree-planting program that has been running since 1941. Over 
2,000 trees have been planted or set back from the road edge under this program. 
We look forward to continuing the decades long tradition and seeing more of you 
next year!
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https://bit.ly/3noNSZH
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PUBLIC WORKS

SPRING PAVING
The following roads are slated to be paved this 
Spring:

•	 Acorn Park Dr.
•	 Walnut St.
•	 Chestnut St.
•	 Beechnut St.
•	 Hazelnut St.
•	 Palmer Ln.
•	 Henley Rd.
•	 Nonset Path
•	 Captain Handley Rd.
•	 Reeve St.

•	 Alexandra Way
•	 Harris St. (Main St to end)
•	 Central St. (Littlefield Rd to the 

Boxborough Town Line)

This process will involve grinding, adjusting drainage structures and putting down a final course of pavement.

Please note, the duration and schedule can change depending on the weather or other conditions that may arise.

While the crew is working there will be no on-street parking allowed within these areas. A police officer will be in 
the area to direct traffic and signs will be posted.

We appreciate your cooperation and patience during this time.

If you have any questions, you may call the DPW/Highway Division during business hours (7:00 AM – 3:30 PM) 
at 978-929-7740 or e-mail: highway@actonma.gov

CONNECT WITH US!
Join our online community and stay in the know with exclusive news and updates on:

@ActonMAGov
Sign up for Town notifications, emergency alerts and general alerts - subscribe, 

unsubscribe or manage your subscriptions: 
https://www.actonma.gov/subscribe

mailto:%20highway%40actonma.gov?subject=
https://www.actonma.gov/subscribe
http://www.twitter.com/ActonMAGov
http://www.instagram.com/ActonMAGov
http://www.facebook.com/ActonMAGov


MUNICIPAL MONTHLY - MAY 2021						          			             	 PAGE 8

LIMITED IN-PERSON BROWSING HOURS
Acton Memorial Library’s first floor is open for browsing 10:30 AM - 5:30 PM on Saturdays, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM on 
Sundays, and 10:30 AM - 5:30 PM on Mondays. No appointment will be necessary. Please be prepared to wait to 
enter the library, as capacity will be limited. The children’s room and select adult collections will be available for 
browsing. 

We will not offer computer use, study spaces, in-person technology assistance, or other services besides check 
out and browsing. We ask that you keep your visit to 30 minutes or less. We ask for your continued patience as 
we are working new processes. We look forward to seeing you in the library soon!

ON-DEMAND CURBSIDE PICKUP
Acton Memorial Library continues to offer on-demand curbside hold pickups when the building is not open for 
browsing. When you receive notice that your hold is available:
1.	 Come to the library during curbside pickup hours – Tuesday through Friday between 10:30 AM to 5:30 PM
2.	 When you arrive at the library, call 978-929-6655, option 2
3.	 Tell us your last name and library card number
4.	 Wait outside and library staff will put your materials on the tables in front of the main entrance.

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN
All programs require registration at ActonMemorialLibrary.org/Calendar.
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM:  Lapsit Storytime on Zoom. Best for Ages 0-3 and their caregivers.
Thursdays at 10:00 AM: Preschool Storytime on Zoom. Best for ages 3-7 and their caregivers.
Thursdays at 4:30 PM:   After School Craft on Zoom. Bags of this week’s craft supplies are available to pick 
up outside of the library Monday – Wednesday 10:30-5:30 PM.

ALL OUR VOICES READING CHALLENGE
Acton Memorial Library’s online reading challenge for all ages runs 
through May 31. The All Our Voices challenge invites you to read 
books from specific categories. These categories highlight books 
that amplify underrepresented voices. This challenge provides an 
opportunity to join with your community to learn more about yourself 
and others!  To learn more, visit our All Our Voices challenge page 
at: https://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org/allourvoices 

ACCESS THE LIBRARY FROM HOME! 
AML has a lot of great digital content including e-books, 
audiobooks, video, music, and databases. You can use your 
library card number and password to access these resources. If 
you do not have a library card, or have lost your number or password please contact us.  

Phone: 978-929-6543 E-mail: reference@actonma.gov

Stay up-to-date with announcements and library info by following us on Facebook (@ActonMemorialLibrary), 
Instagram (@ActonLibrary) and Twitter (@ActonMemLibrary), or by going to www.actonmemoriallibrary.org.

ACTON MEMORIAL LIBRARY

https://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org/events-programs/calendar/
https://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org/events-programs/all-our-voices
http://www.facebook.com/actonmemoriallibrary
http://www.instagram.com/actonlibrary
http://www.twitter.com/actonmemlibrary
http://www.actonmemoriallibrary.org


MUNICIPAL MONTHLY - MAY 2021						          			             	 PAGE 9

COMMUNITY SERVICES

HOME MODIFICATION LOAN PROGRAM

The Home Modification Loan Program (HMLP) provides 0% interest loans up to $50,000.00, or $30,000 for mobile 
homes, to modify homes of elders and individuals with disabilities. Payments are deferred until the transfer of the 
property.

The mission is to enable a person with a disability to continue to live in his/her home, be as independent as possible 
and continue to play an active role in his/her community.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
Loans are available to individual homeowners with incomes of up to 200% of median income. The program is not 
based on credit worthiness. With a 0% deferred payment loan, there are no monthly payments and no added monthly 
financial burden. 

Click here to apply.

Contact Information
Metrowest Area: Amy Cowan Phone: (508) 202-5919 Email: acowan@smoc.org
345 Union Ave, Framingham, MA 01702

For more information click here.

NEW CHILDCARE SUBSIDY FOR INCOME-ELIGIBLE LOCAL FAMILIES

The Towns of Acton, Boxborough, Littleton, Maynard and Westford have been awarded funds from the 
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development through a regional CARES ACT Community 
Development Block Grant Program to provide COVID-specific relief to local communities.

Childcare Subsidies are available for low to moderate-Income families in all five towns. Participating families will 
receive $3,000 for children preschool aged or younger and $2,000 for children in Kindergarten to age 13 towards 
their daycare or after school costs so that parents and guardians may work, go to school or seek employment. 
Funds will be allocated to income qualified families on a first come, first serve basis by each Town using the 
income limits below with a maximum award during the grant year not to exceed $5,000 per child. Please contact 
Community Services Coordinator, Laura Ducharme by phone (978-929-6651) or e-mail lducharme@actonma.
gov for more information on this program.

Household Size Income Limits (Residents of Acton, 
Boxborough, Littleton, and Maynard)

Income Limits (Residents of 
Westford)

2 $77,000 $62,800
3 $86,650 $70,650
4 $96,250 $78,500
5 $103,950 $84,800
6 $111,650 $91,100
7 $119,350 $97,350
8 $127,050 $103,650

https://www.smoc.org/pdf/HMLP%202020%20Application.pdf
mailto:acowan%40smoc.org?subject=
http:// here
mailto:lducharme%40actonma.gov?subject=
mailto:lducharme%40actonma.gov?subject=
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COMMUNITY SERVICES (CONTINUED)

SAFER HOMES,
SAFER COMMUNITY

Saturday, May 15, 2021 - 9am-12pm
Saint Matthew's United Methodist Church

435 Central Street, Acton, MA 01720

Make our community even safer by disposing of
any unwanted guns

You'll receive a gift card for each firearm you turn in and help reduce
the risk of suicide, accidental discharge, and domestic violence.

C o m m u n i t y  G u n  B u y b a c k

Bring firearms unloaded with the safety engaged in a bag, box, or case.
Leave the unloaded firearms inside the trunk of your vehicle upon arrival.
The Middlesex Sheriffs Office and Massachusetts State Police will safely

destroy all guns. For further information please visit
www.middlesexsheriff.org.

AB CARES IS A COMMUNITY BASED COLLABORATIVE EFFORT THAT SEEKS TO PREVENT
SUICIDE ACROSS THE LIFE SPAN AND SUPPORT ALL WHO ARE IMPACTED BY SUICIDE.

NO I.D. REQUIRED
NO QUESTIONS ASKED

bit.ly/ABcares | ABcarescoalition@gmail.com

http://bit.ly/ABcares


FIRE DEPARTMENT

OPENING BURNING SEASON ENDED ON MAY 1ST.

FIRE SAFETY FOR GASOLINE AND LAWN MOWERS
Gasoline and Lawn Mowers Gasoline vapors are highly flammable. They stay on your clothing and can ignite if 
you light a match or cigarette. 

Store gasoline only in approved containers, outside, or in a building 
not attached to the house. Never keep gasoline inside the home. 

Keep gasoline away from all heat sources such as smoking 
materials, pilot lights, campfires, and grills. 

Never fuel a lawn mower while it is hot. Let it cool off first. 

Keep hands and feet away from a mower while it is running.
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Archaeological consultants Gray and Pape conducted an investigation of the Shoddy Wool Mill site at 53 River 
Street in April. Found objects include old shoddy wool material, buttons, machinery parts, and char from the 
fire that destroyed the mill in 1951. After the results of the archaeological study are reviewed by the Acton and 
Massachusetts Historical Commissions, planning with commence for the design of an historic park. Plans for 
the removal of the dam will also revised and permitting of the project through state, federal and local regulatory 
authorities will continue. 

EXPLORATORY PIT - SHODDY WOOL BUTTONS PIT NEAR RACEWAY

NATURAL RESOURCES
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HEALTH

 Green Grass and Clear Water  

Many of us value having nice lawns and enjoy the time we spend working on them. However, some lawn care practices can create water quality problems. Plants need nutrients to grow, but excess nutrients, including the nitrogen and phosphorus found in fertilizers, can run off our properties when it rains and cause problems in local waterbodies. Too many nutrients in our water can trigger algal blooms that cloud water and rob it of oxygen.  

Here are some easy practices for creating and maintaining a truly healthy lawn that looks great and is safer for the environment!  

• Test your soil! Only apply fertilizer when necessary.  

• Apply fertilizer sparingly and ensure proper fertilizer application rates.  

• Apply fertilizers in the spring and early fall when grass is vigorously growing.  

• Select fertilizers with low or no phosphorus unless a soil test indicates otherwise.  

• Apply organic fertilizers if possible.  

• Choose slow release fertilizers when possible.  

• Try not to apply fertilizers near waterbodies.  

• Don’t overwater. Typically, 1-inch of water per week applied over 1 or 2 days is enough.  

• Mow grass no shorter than 3” high.  

• Cut grass often enough so you never remove more than 1/3 of the blade at a time.  

• Leave the clippings after mowing so they can return nutrients to the soil.  

 

Using these water-quality friendly lawn care and fertilizer recommendations is a small change that can make a big difference.  

For further information, please contact the Acton Land Use Department. 

 GREEN GRASS AND CLEAR WATER  
 

Many of us value having nice lawns and 
enjoy the time we spend working on them. 
However, some lawn care practices can 
create water quality problems. Plants need 
nutrients to grow, but excess nutrients, 
including the nitrogen and phosphorus found 
in fertilizers, can run off our properties when it 
rains and cause problems in local 
waterbodies. Too many nutrients in our water 
can trigger algal blooms that cloud water and 
rob it of oxygen.  

Here are some easy practices for creating 
and maintaining a truly healthy lawn that looks great and is safer for the environment!  

• Test your soil! Only apply fertilizer when necessary.  

• Apply fertilizer sparingly and ensure proper fertilizer application rates.  

• Apply fertilizers in the spring and early fall when grass is vigorously growing.  

• Select fertilizers with low or no phosphorus unless a soil test indicates otherwise.  

• Apply organic fertilizers if possible.  

• Choose slow release fertilizers when possible.  

• Try not to apply fertilizers near waterbodies.  

• Don’t overwater. Typically, 1” of water per week applied over 1 or 2 days is enough.  

• Mow grass no shorter than 3” high.  

• Cut grass often enough so you never remove more than 1/3 of the blade at a time.  

• Leave the clippings after mowing so they can return nutrients to the soil.  

 

Using these water-quality friendly lawn care and fertilizer recommendations is a small change that 
can make a big difference. For further information, please contact the Acton Land Use Department. 



DIRECTORY OF TOWN DEPARTMENTS
ACTON TOWN SERVICES HOTLINE - 978-929-6600

Department Phone Number E-Mail

Acton Nursing Services 978-929-6650 nursing@actonma.gov

Assessors 978-929-6621 assessor@actonma.gov

Building Division 978-929-6633 building@actonma.gov

Cemetery Division 978-929-6642 cemetery@actonma.gov

Citizens' Library 978-929-6654 wacl@actonma.gov

Collector/Treasurer 978-929-6622 collector@actonma.gov

Community Resources 978-929-6651 lducharme@actonma.gov

Council on  Aging 978-929-6652 seniorcenter@actonma.gov

Engineering Department 978-929-6630 engineering@actonma.gov

Fire Department 978-929-7722 fire@actonma.gov

Health Division 978-929-6632 health@actonma.gov

Highway Department
Transfer Station

978-929-7740
978-929-7742 highway@actonma.gov

Human Resources 978-929-6613 hr@actonma.gov

Information Technology 978-929-6612 it@actonma.gov

Memorial Library 978-929-6655 Visit:  actonmemoriallibrary.org

Municipal Properties 978-929-7744 mpo@actonma.gov

Natural Resources Division 978-929-6634 NR@actonma.gov

Planning Division 978-929-6631 planning@actonma.gov

Police Department 978-929-7711 police@actonma.gov

Public Facilities 978-929-7744 mpo@actonma.gov

Public Works 978-929-7740 highway@actonma.gov

Recreation Department 978-929-6640 recreation@actonma.gov

Town Clerk 978-929-6620 clerk@actonma.gov

Town Manager 978-929-6611 manager@actonma.gov 

Veterans' Services 978-929-6614 vso@actonma.gov

Water District 978-263-9107 Visit:  www.actonwater.com
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