GREEN ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES - December 12th, 2022
6:00pm
*Hybrid Meeting*

GAB Members Attending In-person: Mary Smith, Cameren Cousins

GAB Members Attending Virtually: Dennis Loria, Eric Hudson

Other Virtual Attendees: Jim Snyder-Grant (Acton Select Board liaison), Patrick Ronai (Climate
Partner), Michael Chautin (Acton Council on Aging representative), Terra Freidrichs

6:04 — Mary Smith called the meeting to order. Mary read hybrid meeting protocol (Zoom and
in-person, Room 9, Town Hall) and notified attendees of the recorded meeting.

1) Carbon Offsets Discussion, led by guest Patrick Ronai (Climate Partner).

a. Patrick compliments us on our CAP — admirable and detailed work for a
municipality.

b. Climate Partners slide deck is attached to these meeting minutes.

c. Discussion points: Challenges with siting of carbon offset projects, can limit
options for financially feasible projects. Problem of greenwashing (via carbon
offsets) by many companies; perhaps additionality is the key to making
purchasing carbon offsets more honest. Annual carbon accounting
recommended to quantities and financial commitments up-to-date; each carbon
offset company tends to have their own proprietary accounting and
benchmarking platform (on-line). There is a distinction between net zero (the
long-term goal) and carbon neutrality (which you can have today via offsets).
Any innovation around community aggregation of desire to offset carbon? The
prices could be lower by purchasing in volume. A note on how it works:
purchasing offsets from a 3" party broker, who will profit from that transaction.

2) Resident concerns

a. TerraFriedrichs: Questions on cost of offsetting - for offsetting the entire
community’s footprint and/or the municipal/school footprint. Cost would be
based on carbon accounting numbers and market rate for tons of CO2 offset;
types of offset projects will dictate market rate.

b. Mary will follow up with Corey York about the email GAB received regarding
exterior lights on Senior Center.

3) Specialized Stretch Code and Fossil Fuel Infrastructure Ban Pilot Program

a. Update: DOER considering rolling the fossil fuel infrastructure ban into
specialized building stretch code. They have until June to release regulations,
but DOER wants to get them out in the next few weeks.

b. Timing: Seems like we have time to understand the landscape better before GAB
needs to take action on recommendations or articles for spring Town Meeting.

7:11 - Dennis Loria makes a motion to close the meeting. Eric Hudson seconds. All in favor.
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3 possible offset projects
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